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SUBJECT: HIGHLIGHTS OF POST-PLENARY CONVERSATION, 

NOVEMBER 17, 1977 (SALT TWO-1505) 

1 . (JOHNSON/SHCHUKIN - BELETSKY, A-1881) 

NON-CIRCUMVENTION/NON-TRANSFER 

BELETSKY ARGUED FOR THE SPECIFIC APPROACH THAT THE 
SOVIET UNION HAD PROPOSED, POINTING TO THEIR RECENT HIS- 
TORICAL EXPERIENCE. IN RESPONSE, JOHNSON REITERATED OUR 
POSITION THAT THE US SIDE FELT THAT THE MORE GENERAL 
LANGUAGE COVERED ALL THE CONTINGENCIES. HE FOLLOWED THIS 
UP WITH A LITTLE LECTURE ON CUSTODY AND CONTROL OF NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS. HE POINTED OUT THAT ONLY THE PRESIDENT COULD 
RELEASE NUCLEAR WEAPONS FOR ANY PURPOSE AND THAT UNDER US 
LAW WE COULD NOT TRANSFER NUCLEAR WARHEADS TO ANY OTHER 
POWER. THE US HAD TAKEN ELABORATE STEPS, BOTH ADMINISTRA- 
TIVELY AND TECHNICALLY, TO ENSURE THAT NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVES 
COULD NOT BE DETONATED WITHOUT THE SPECIFIC APPROVAL OF 
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THE PRESIDENT. HE OBSERVED THAT, IN HIS VIEW, NONE OF 
THESE SYSTEMS; BOMBERS, CRUISE MISSILES, OR BALLISTIC 
MISSILES WERE STRATEGIC WEAPONS IF THE NUCLEAR WARHEADS 
COULD NOT FIRE. BELETSKY SEEMED A LITTLE SURPRISED BY ALL 
OF THIS AND DROPPED THE SUBJECT. 

CRUISE MISSILE CARRIERS 
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SHCHUKIN SAID HE REALIZED THAT THE US WAS CONSIDERING 
LOADING ALCMS BOTH ON BOMBERS AND ON OTHER TYPES OF AIR 
CRAFT. HE SAID HE HOPED THAT IN THE LIGHT OF THE PROBLEMS 
OF VERIFICATION THE US WOULD LIMIT ITS DEPLOYMENT TO 
NEW AIRCRAFT BUILT SPECIFICALLY FOR THAT PURPOSE. 

NEW TYPES 

SHCHUKIN SAID HE HOPED THAT WE WOULD TAKE SERIOUSLY 
HIS SUGGESTION THAT UNDER THE NEW TYPES OF ICBMS PROVISION 
EACH SIDE BE ALLOWED TO DEPLOY ONE NEW ICBM AS WE 
HAD PROPOSED FOR SLBMS. HE HAD RAISED THIS QUESTION 
EARLIER AT OTHER MEETINGS. 

2. (PRAY - KRAMER - MIHNO VETS/BEKETOV, A- 1886) 

SLBM LAUNCHER VERIFICATION 

BEKETOV NOTED THAT THE LANGUAGE TABLED BY THE US IN 
PLENARY WOULD NOT COUNT NEW SLBM LAUNCHERS WHEN THEY GO ON 
SEA TRIALS BECAUSE THEY WOULD NEVER HAVE CONTAINED OR 
LAUNCHED A MISSILE. KRAMER REPLIED THAT ARTICLE II.2 
DEFINES SLBM LAUNCHERS, AND ARTICLE VI SAYS WHEN THEY 
COUNT. BEKETOV REPEATED THAT ' CONTAINS OR LAUNCHES" IS 
NOT SUITABLE FOR SLBM LAUNCHERS AND THAT "DEPLOYED" IS A 
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MORE PRECISE CRITERION. PRAY POINTED OUT THAT THE US FOR 
MULATION WAS IN THE PRESENT TENSE TO AVOID ANY PAST 
ASSOCIATION BETWEEN A MISSILE AND A LAUNCHER TO MEET THEIR 
CONCERN. BEKETOV POSED THE PROBLEM OF HOW TO COUNT LAUN- 
CHERS FOR A NEW SLBM WHEN TWO NEW MISSILES ARE BEING 
DEVELOPED AND TESTED; ONE WITH SINGLE RV AND THE OTHER 
WITH MIRVS. KRAMER EXPLAINED THAT WE WOULD FIRST SEE THE 
MISSILES TESTED, THEN ASSOCIATE THE MISSILE WITH THE 
LAUNCHERS THAT CONTAINED OR LAUNCHED THE MISSILE, THEN ALL 
LAUNCHERS OF THAT TYPE WOULD COUNT. MIHNOVETS ADDED THAT 
THE DRAFT TREATY ALSO STIPULATES THAT SLBM LAUNCHERS COUNT 
AS SOON AS THE SUBMARINE GOES ON SEA TRIALS. BEKETOV 
RESPONDED THAT NEW MIRV SLBM LAUNCHERS OUGHT TO BE CON- 
SIDERED "DEPLOYED" AND COUNT WHEN THE SUBMARINE GOES ON SEA 
TRIALS EVEN THOUGH LAUNCHERS OF THAT TYPE ABOARD A SUBMAR- 
INE HAD NEVER CONTAINED OR LAUNCHED A MIRVED SLBM. FOR 
EXAMPLE, THE TYPHOON SUBMARINE WILL HAVE BEEN ON SEA 
TRIALS FOR AT LEAST A YEAR BEFORE THE NEW MISSILE IS READY 
FOR IT. THIS WOULD RESULT IN A CASE WHERE A HUNDRED 
LAUNCHERS COULD BE DEPLOYED WITHOUT BEING PROPERLY COUNTED 
USING THE US FORMULATION. 

TEST AND TRAINING LAUNCHERS 
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BEKETOV ASKED HOW WE WERE GOING TO HANDLE LAUNCHERS 
ON SUBMARINES THAT ARE USED JUST FOR TEST AND TRAINING. 

DID WE NOT HAVE ANY OF THOSE? PRAY REPLIED THAT THE US 
DOES NOT HAVE ANY, AND THAT ALL OUR SUBMARINES ARE USED FOR 
TEST AND TRAINING. EARLE 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SALT (ARMS CONTROL), MEETING REPORTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 23-Nov-1977 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977GENEVA10931 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770435-0434 
Format: TEL 

From: GENEVA USSALTTWO 

Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 977/newtext/tl 9771 127/aaaaawnx. tel 

Line Count: 122 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: e22ca413-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION SS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 479609 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: HIGHLIGHTS OF POST-PLENARY CONVERSATION, - NOVEMBER 17, 1977 (SALT TWO-1505) 

TAGS: PARM 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/e22ca413-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



